v

Approved For Release 2007/06/19 : CIA-RDP99-OO498ROOO1000101‘80-4
THE WASZHIITGT
1975

3 November

By George Lardner Jr

s Wash-ngron P:m Sran wmer :

- President Ford has ﬁred James ‘R. Schlebmﬂer as
Secretary of Defense and William E. Colby as director of ;
the Central Intelligence Aﬂency, The. 'Vashmdu: o;t
was told last night,

- The Preardent personally talked to both offmals§

yesterday morning before flying to Jacksonville, Fla.,
where he met with Eoypnan Pre51dent Anwar Sadat Tne
Postlearned. -

There aiso were reports that George Bush, the U. S
representative in Peking, will replace Co:by, and that.
Donald H. Rumsfeld, WhlteHouse chnef ofstaff mll take
over Schlesinger’s Job

" Sharply critical of the Schlesmger ouster Sen He
M. Jackson (D-Wash.) said. last night that differences
with- Secretary of State Henry A hxssmger were to
blame.

" “The. Jast vestlge of dissent may be wxped out,”
Jackson said. “Dissent to Dr. Kissinger, I mean.”

"1t was learned earlier in the day, tollowmg areportin '
Newsweek magazine, that Kissinger is expectad to g give'!
up his second administration job as President Forag
national security adviser and that the post will zo to
Kissinger’s loyal deputy, Air Force Lt. Gen. Blent.
Scowcloft

However, Jackson a high- rankmg membe" of fhe
Senate Armed Servxcea Comm'ttee said he was sure the |
plan for Kissinger to relinquish his National Security i
Council post was just “‘asop.” ’

Jackson made it clear that he thought Kissinger had

“won.outina power struggle, An informed administratinn-

official described the changeover in the NSC post — fr or.! i
Kissinger to' Scowceroft — as more syrabolic than real.
Scowcroft-has been serving as day- to—day director of tqe ;

- NSC staff: and is v1ewed by man, as hxssmder S loval 3
al ter ego s i
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“‘Chairman John L. McClelian (D-Ark.) of the- Senate:f L
Appropriations Commitiee, an ally of Schlesinger on the
need for a strong military and a high peacetitne mititary §
budﬂet attributed Schlesinger’s firing to Iriction withl

Kissinger, declaring: “I think they're giving ht»nc‘er‘

ower down at the White House. ES
to%ﬁx?gggoer 46, who was named Secretary of Defense»
by President Nixon in 1973 foilowing a brief stintas CIA/
dxrector could not be reached for comment. Souv‘cessal&
he had been offered another post in the ad“nmstratmnu_
but that he was not likely to takeit. .
‘The President and his key advxse":. were in Jacksvn-r
ville, Fla., where press seeretary Ron Nessen repaa.iedly
said he had neinformation on the reports.

The National Broadcasting Co. said it understood al S

formal announeement on the dﬂveloo*ne nts was fo bei
made in 24 hours. - - :

. Jackson said he learned “from rehable :o&rces” thati
the decision concerning Schlesinger had already been:

" made, but Jackson apeculated that “it may bereversed”! -}

if a stiff reaction developed. But as of Tast night, bes&t&
he had no doubt that “it’s a faitaccompii.” . ; ;
. In a brief statement that he jotied down at his hoz“e
and expanded in a telephone intarview, Jackson charged.
that Schiesinger’s departure was nrompted ‘by an ac-:
cumulation of things” such as disagreements with:
Kissinger over s‘rafeoic arms limitation talks, the
budget 11.S. intelligence-gathering and how to handleit.
¢ Jackson said he felt that Scnle:xr‘gex in effect, i'mced!
the decision by refusing to cave in to Kissinger. . b
“If anyone redlly made the dec¢ision, it \Vda
Schiesinger,” Jacksoa'said. “*But this is going to ma!\e 1t
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